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SUB J : BANZER AND CAMPESINOS IN COCHABAMBA 

SUMMARY: PRESIDENT BANZER SOUGHT DURING APPEARANCE MARCH 8 IN 
COCHABAMBA TO RECONCILE HIS GOVERNMENT WITH CAMPESINOS OF AREA. 
BANZER SPOKE AT MILITARY AIRPORT DURING CEREMONY MARKING 
GOVERNMENT'S FREE GIFT OF 1,000 METAL PLOWS AND 24 TRACTORS TO 
COCHABAMBA'S FARMERS AND COOPERATIVES. ESTIMATED 5,000 CAMPESINOS 
PRESENT. END SUMMARY. 

1. THEME OF GATHERING PRONOUNCED BY MINISTER OF CAMPESINO AFFAIRS 
AND AGRICULTURE, COL. NATUSCH BUSCH, WHO DECLARED "MILITARY- 
CAMPESINO PACT" IN FULL FORCE. NATUSCH IDENTIFIED HIMSELF WITH 
BANZER AND EXTOLLED PRESIDENT AS CAMPESINO S FRIEND. HE SAID BANZER 
HAD TOLD HIM THAT HE HOPED CAMPESINO WOULD BE PRESIDENT OF BOLIVIA 
IN NEAR FUTURE. 

2. BANZER'S LONG AND MEASURED SPEECH SOUGHT TO EXPLAIN ECONOMIC 
MEASURES AS MEANS OF INCREASING INCOME TO CAMPESINOS. THE PRODUCERS 
OF BASIC PRODUCTS. HE SAID FORMER LOW LEVEL OF LEGAL PRICES 
ALLOWED PROFITS TO BE MADE BY SPECULATORS. HE URGED FARMERS TO 
RAISE MORE NOW. BOLIVIA, HE SAID, IRONICALLY, IS FORTUNATE IN 
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PRODUCING MANY THINGS FOR DOMESTIC CONSUMPTION, LEGAL EXPORT AND 
CONTRABAND. BANZER TOLD THE CAMPESINOS THAT BOLIVIA EXPORTS COCA 
WORTH US $ 280 MILLION WHICH IS DESTROYING THE YOUTH OF WORLD AND 
URGED THEM TO SWITCH TO OTHER CROPS. 

3. BANZER PICTURED HIMSELF AS DEEPLY CONCERNED FOR CAMPESINO 
WELFARE, A DUTY HE CLAIMED THAT CAME TO HIM, IN A SENSE, AS 
POSTHUMONOUS CHARGE FROM PRESIDENT BARRIENTOS. HE REGRETTED 
THAT HE COULD NOT SPEAK QUECHUA SO THAT HE COULD SPEAK OF HIS LOVE 
OF THEM MORE EXPRESSIVELY. HE RECOGNIZED POOR STATE OF COCHABAMBA 
ECONOMY BUT TICKED OFF LIST OF GOVERNMENT MEASURES THAT WILL 
IMPROVE FUTURE INCLUDING DISTRIBUTION OF FREE LAND IN NEWLY OPENED 
CHAPARE REGION AND INDUSTRIALIZATION OF COCHABAMBA ITSELF. HE SAID 
GIFT OF TRACTORS AND PLOWS IS FIRST STEP IN MAKING AGRARIAN REFORM 
MORE MEANINGFUL BY HELPING INCREASE PRODUCTION. 

4. COMMENT: RIGHT AT BEGINNING OF SPEECH BANZER SAID THAT GIFT OF 
TRACTORS AND PLOWS WAS NOT RPT NOT RESPONSE TO RECENT "TRAGIC 
EVENTS’" IN VALLEY BUT CIRCUMSTANCES ARGUE OTHERWISE. BANZER'S 
SINCERITY EVIDENT IN SPEECH, INCLUDING REFERENCE TO COCA 
WHICH HELPFUL TO US BUT NOT NECESSARILY GOOD POLITICS FOR HIM. 
NONETHELESS, BOTH PRESIDENT AND MINAG SPOKE IN PATERNALISTIC TONES. 
CROWD WAS LARGE BUT ONLY VERY SMALL CLACK RESPONDED TO SPEECHES. 
LARGE NUMBERS STREAMED TOWARD EXIT WHEN PRESIDENT BEGAN SPEAKING 
UNTIL GUARDS CLOSED GATE OF BASE. 
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